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Message from MidMichigan Society of Plastics
Engineers about future of section

Action Required Mid-Michigan SPE to phase out
activities unless volunteerism increases

The Mid-Michigan Section of the Society of Plastics Engineers (MMSPE) will be awarded the Soci-

e t idrmcle Awardhis June at the ANTEC Conference. The award is a measure of how the
MMSPE Section performs against giefined section standards determined by the national society.
The award is not a surprise, it has become expected. The MMSPE has won the award 9 of the last :
years.

The MMSPE has raised thousands of dollars, thanks to the generosity of local Foundations. These
funds have been used to help educate over 32,500 local children in the benefits of Plastics. The
MMSPE has supported student chapters at Ferris State and Kettering University; contributed annuall
to a SPE scholarship fund, awarded school age children more the $6600 in an annual essay contest
co-sponsored the annual Delta College-Best for children.

And yetéé

We have accomplished all of the above with just a handful of volunteers. The Board of Directors
(BOD) established an internal goal of attracting one new volunteer to our group every year. We are
to report, this is the only goal our BOD failed to accomplish over the last two fiscal years. Over the
five years, we have lost more active volunteers than we have gained, and the BOD has lost member
due to retirement, job transfers and attrition.

Although we believe in the continued viability of the Society of Plastics Engineers and their Technica
Divisions, the MMSPE directors have been questioning the need for our local section. Historically, a
local section meeting was the best method of communication and networking in our industry before
words | i ke fiwebcasto, finetmeetingodo, and femai
clining slowly, cost of technical meetisits prohibitive due to lack of attendance, and active volunteer-
ism has declined to a level where we can no longer support minimal section activities.

Continued on next page
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Unless there is a significant increase in local volunteerism, the mMi c hi g an
Directors will plan to utilize current funds for committed educational program support. Once
our funds are depleted, all section activities will phase out, leading to the termination of the
MMSPE section.

If you feel the midMichigan Section should continue its missidris is the time for you to become
an MMSPE Director, and shape the future direction of the local section. Our mission is clearly out-

lined at our websitewww.midmichiganspe.org Furthermore we need volunteers to assist with activi-
ties such as:
Support education outreach program which include PlastiVan scheduling and fund raising
Volunteers for science demonstrations atfSzst held annually at Delta College in October.
Volunteers to conduct hand® demonstrations relating to plastics in area school classrooms.
Support Project Science Literacy, a handsscience training program for teachers, with The
American Chemical Society.
Volunteer to work with student chaptersFerris State University and Kettering University

We have established a deadlinéviaty 20, 2009 for those of you interested in committing their time

and energy to contact Jason Reese (contact info below). Based on your response, the focus of our nex
BOD meeting will be to welcome the new BOD candidates and volunteers or initiate plans to phase out

the local section.
On Behalf of the Board of Directors, Mid Michigan Society of Plastics Engineers

Jason ReegePresident MMSPE jreese@dow.corm- 9896387542

" ...to promote the
scientific and
engineering
knowledge relating to

plastics."

Plastics & Elastomers Exposition
June 2226, 2009

McCormick Place

Chicago, lllinois, USA

produced by S 21

A World-Scale Exposition for the International Plastics Industry
NPE2009: Most I nnovative Show in
Broad Range of Products and Servi
Focus on Emerging Technologies and
Pl astic Products or Every Aspect
News for Every Sector of the Press:
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More information about the above available at www.npe.org
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SC
dohnson MWC, InC. Phone: 989-689-4052
S~ Fax: 989-689-5016
A FAMILY COMPANY Email: mwendt@centurytel.net  Cell: 989-948-4110
Mike Wendt Consulting, Incorporated

Technical Contact: Mitch Goodell

1382 E. Hull Rd. Mike Wendt
Hope, Ml 48628 President
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