
SPE e-Live Webinar  

Thursday, 11 am, December 18, 2008  
 

Program: Plastics Recycling: Processes, Opportunities and Issues 

 

Abstract:   
The wide use of plastics in many manufacturing industries is a result of the flexibility 

of design they offer engineers. But increasing quantities of plastics are being dis-

carded as plastic parts reach end-of-life and are taken out of use. So, economic, so-

cial, and legislative pressures to recycle plastics have also increased. This introduc-

tion to plastics recycling will discuss the economic, political, and environmental con-

siderations that go into why and how plastics are recycled. The processes used and 

difficulties encountered by plastics-recycling industries will also be explored. 

 

Presenter: Adrian Merrington, MMI  

Dr. Adrian Merrington is a senior associate scientist and assistant professor at MMI. 

He joined MMI in 1992 as a visiting scientist and post-doctoral fellow after complet-

ing his PhD in chemical engineering at the University of Bradford in England. He has 

been a collaborator and principal investigator on a number of programs specifically 

dealing with plastics recycling. His work has led to 29 publications or presentations 

and numerous proprietary reports. An active consultant on plastics recycling, Dr. 

Merrington is a member of the Society of Plastics Engineers and is currently the 

Technical Chair for the SPE Global Plastics Environmental Conference. Through this 

role and others, he has educated students at all levels, from K-12 to graduate school, 

and the public on the benefits of plastics and plastics recycling, and he has taught 

graduate-level courses in plastics-recycling technology. 

 

Join us at MMI to watch this webinar live. MMSPE will provide refreshments. Space 

limited to ~20 people at MMI 

 

Location: Michigan Molecular Institute (MMI) 

2138 N Jefferson Rd, Midland, MI   

(989) 837-7220 

 

Time:  11 am-12 pm 

 

Reservations:  Reservations can be made via the telephone or E-mail. 

¶ They must be received by noon on December 17, 2008 

¶ Telephone: Jason Reese, The Dow Chemical Company, 989-666-8697 or email 

at jreese@dow.com 

¶ Space limited to ~20 people at MMI 
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Presidentõs Corner 
In last monthsô newsletter, I touched on our mission of promoting the 

education of plastics to the local community.  The SPE International 

Website (www.4spe.org) hosts Webinars in numerous topics related to 

plastics. 

 

On December 18, 2008 at 11AM, one of our own Mid-Michigan SPE 

members will be presenting one of the Webinars hosted by SPE Interna-

tional.  Dr. Adrian Merrington is a Senior Associate Scientist and teach-

ing Professor at Michigan Molecular Institute in Midland, Michigan.  Dr. 

Merrington will present ñPlastics Recycling: Processes, Opportunities 

and Issues to a global audience across the internet. 

 

Adrian is among a group of volunteers that gives their constant support to ñpromoting the education of 

plastics to the local communityò through his work with the MMSPE.  I want to take this moment to 

thank several other volunteers who give constantly to the MMSPEôs mission: 

¶ Kevin Nichols for organizing and staffing the MMSPEôs participation at Delta Collegeôs SCI-

FEST event. 

¶ Todd Hogan for coordination of the MMSPE sponsored Plastivan visits to local schools during 

2008. 

¶ Parvinder Walia, Ken Kerouac, Russ Peters, Kurt Koppi, Scott Truscott, Harry Fowler, Mike 

Wendt, and Steve Keinath for their continued support to MMSPE through their respective func-

tions. 

 

Finally, I would like to thank our former President, Joe Powers, for having the vision to set financial 

stability goals for our organization years ago.  His efforts have paid off during these economically trou-

bled times, and has given the MMSPE the financial stability needed to promote the education of plastics 

to you ï the MMSPE membership. 

The objective of the 

Society is  

" ...to promote the 

scientific and 

engineering 

knowledge relating to 

plastics."  

Rubber Technology December 17, 2008 

Plastics Recycling: Processes, Opportunities and Issues December 18, 2008 
11:00am -  12:00pm  

Failure Analysis of Plastic and Rubber Materials - Part 1 January 8, 2009 
11:00am -  12:00pm  

The Effects of Impact and Other Rapid Loading Mechanisms on Plas-
tics 

January 14, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Failure Analysis of Plastic and Rubber Materials - Part 2 January 15, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Surface Preparation of Polymers for Enhanced Adhesion January 21, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Failure Analysis of Plastic and Rubber Materials - Part 3 January 22, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Failure Analysis of Plastic and Rubber Materials - Part 4 January 29, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Closed-Loop Process-Control Systems for Injection Molding Based 
Upon Melt-Front Detection  

February 4, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Green Approach to Injection Molding February 5, 2009 

11:00am -  12:00pm  

Jason Reese, President 

 

 

 

 

http://www.4spe.org/
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/basic-rubber-technology
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/plastics-recycling-processes-opportunities-and-issues
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/failure-analysis-plastic-and-rubber-materials-part-1
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/effects-impact-and-other-rapid-loading-mechanisms-plastics
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/effects-impact-and-other-rapid-loading-mechanisms-plastics
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/failure-analysis-plastic-and-rubber-materials-part-2
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/surface-preparation-polymers-enhanced-adhesion
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/failure-analysis-plastic-and-rubber-materials-part-3
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/failure-analysis-plastic-and-rubber-materials-part-4
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/closed-loop-process-control-systems-injection-molding-based-upon-melt-front-detectio
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/closed-loop-process-control-systems-injection-molding-based-upon-melt-front-detectio
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/green-approach-injection-molding
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989-922-3863 

www.quantumcomposites.com 

info@quantumcomposites.com 

MONARK  EQUIPMENT TECHNOLOGIES CO. 

Cut Sheet &Roll Fed Thermoformers 
Retro Kits & Service 

 
Steven Clark 

President                   
 4533 Garfield Road 
 P.O. Box  335 
 Auburn MI 48611 
48611 

Phone: 989-662-7250 
Fax: 989-662-7255 

Web-Site: monark-equip.com 
E-Mail: monark-equip@sbcglobal.net  
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2009 
 

Scott Truscott 

Adrian Merrington 
Mike Wendt 

2009 
 

Kevin Nichols 

Parvinder Walia 
Jason Reese 

2010 
 

Kurt Kopi 

Russ Peters 
Harry Fowler 

(989) 832-5555 

skeinath@mmi.org 

 

Social Programs: Dr. 

Kevin Nichols 

The Dow Chemical Company 
200 Larkin, Midland, MI  48667 

(989) 638-9895 

knichols@dow.com 
 

PINNICALE Award : 

Dr. Kurt Koppi  
The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-4178  
FAX: 989-638-7985 

koppika@dow.com 

 

Membership Chair: 

Dr. Kevin Nichols 

The Dow Chemical Company 
200 Larkin, Midland, MI  48667 

(989) 638-9895 

knichols@dow.com 

 

Awards / Nominating:  

Mr. Harry Fowler  
The Dow Chemical  Company 

Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-1805  
FAX: (989) 636-1604 

hfowler@dow.com 

 

Sponsorship Co-Chairs:  
Dr. Kurt Koppi  

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg., Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-4178  

FAX: 989-638-7985 
koppika@dow.com 

 

Dr. Parvinder Walia 
The Dow Chemical Company 

438 Bldg., Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  
FAX: 989- 636-0592 

pwalia@dow.com 

 
Audit:   Mr. Harry Fowler  

The Dow Chemical Company 

Midland, MI 48667 
(989) 638-1805  

FAX: (989) 636-1604 

hfowler@dow.com 
 

SVEC Liaison Mr. Ken Kerouac 

Global Polymers Corporation 
802 Stone Creek Parkway 

Louisville, KY  40206-0745 

(502) 425-1133 
ken@globalpolymerscorp.com 

 

FSU Student Chapter Liaison: Mr. 
Jason Reese 

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg. 
Midland, MI 48640 

(989) 638-7542 

jreese@dow.com 

House Chair 

Dr. Parvinder Walia  

The Dow Chemical Company 
438 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  

FAX: 989- 636-0592 
pwalia@dow.com 

 

Finance:  

Mr. Scott Trusott 

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg, Midland, MI 48640 
(989) 636-8697 

sbtruscott@dow.com 

 

Newsletter:  
Dr. Parvinder Walia 

The Dow Chemical Company 
438 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  

FAX: 989- 636-0592 
pwalia@dow.com 

 

Public Interest:  

Dr. Adrian Merrington 

Michigan Molecular Institute 

1910 W. St. Andrews Road 
Midland, MI 48640 

(989) 832-5555 

merrington@mmi.org 
 

Visiting Scientist Program:  

Dr. Steven Keinath 
Michigan Molecular Institute 

1910 W. St. Andrews Road 

Midland, MI 48640 
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Technical Contact:  Mitch Goodell  
 

 

MWC, Inc.       Phone: 989-689-4052 

             Fax: 989-689-5016 

Email: mwendt@centurytel.net        Cell: 989-948-4110 

Mike Wendt Consulting, Incorporated 
Innovative Thermoforming Solutions 

1382 E. Hull Rd.   Mike Wendt 
Hope, MI  48628    President  
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