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Converting Ocean Wave Power to Energy  
The Mid-Michigan Section of the Society of Plastic Engineers is not holding a 
technical meeting in April.   The following technical presentation by the Ameri 
can Institute of Chemical Engineers is recommended instead: 
 
The Mid -Michigan Section of the American Institute of Chemical Engineers (AIChE) 

invites you to a dinner meeting on Wednesday, April 15, with guest speaker Josh 

Blackmore of Kinetic Wave Power LLC (KWP, http://

www.kineticwavepower.com/ ). KWP is a Michigan -based limited liability corpora-

tion with the goal of providing consistent alternative electrical power generation 

capability to private companies, utilities, and governments that have access to the 

ocean. It aims to do this by applying a new wave power converter that borrows 

efficiency principles from hydroelectric power and applies them to the moving 

ocean water as well as to the waves. Its key advantage is that it makes use of 

moving water as well as the energy contained in wave swells.  

 

An outline of the talk is as follows:  

 

US Electricity Overview  

¶ Brief Supply and Demand  

¶ Brief Global Perspective  

 

Alternative Energy Choices  

¶ Comparison of Green Energy Technology  

 

Ocean Energy Alternatives  

¶ Wave Energy Defined  

¶ Examples of various wave energy converters  

¶ Wave energy resource in the USA  

¶ Pros and Cons of Wave Energy Converters  

 

 

Continued on page 4  
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Technical Contact:  Mitch Goodell  
 

 

MWC, Inc.       Phone: 989-689-4052 

             Fax: 989-689-5016 

Email: mwendt@centurytel.net        Cell: 989-948-4110 

Mike Wendt Consulting, Incorporated 
Innovative Thermoforming Solutions 

1382 E. Hull Rd.   Mike Wendt 
Hope, MI  48628    President  
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Mid -Michigan Society 

of Plastic Engineers  

PowerGin Technology 

¶ How it works  

¶ Wave Energy Conversion Efficiency  

¶ Stage of business progress ï thoughts on commercialization  

Í Phase I ï tank testing ï patenting approval  

Í Phase II ï ocean testing ï FERC app  

 

 

 

Josh Blackmore is the president and one of the founders of Kinetic Wave Power 

LLC. He has a B.S. in Medical Technology from Michigan State University and an 

International M.B.A. from The University of Notre Dame. He has over 20 years of 

experience in materials - related industries, which include expertise in aluminum, 

magnesium, thermoplastics, and thermosets. He has held global management po-

sitions with General Electric and began his career with Dow Chemical.  

 

When:  Wednesday, April 15  

 

Where:  Grand Traverse Pie Companyôs Midland Room, 2600 N. Saginaw 

Rd., Midland,  MI 48640, 989 -839 -4872  

 

Schedule:  5:30 ï6:00 p.m., Gather at restaurant  

 6:00 ï7:00 p.m., Dinner  

 7:00 ï8:00 p.m., Presentation by Jim Pilgrim  

 

Menu:  House salad with assorted dressings, tomato basil bisque and 

chicken noodle soup, build -a-sandwich platter, coffee or pop, and 

assorted pies for dessert. The build -a-sandwich platter includes an 

assortment of breads, ham, turkey, roast beef, cheddar cheese, 

Swiss cheese, mayo, spicy mustard, and pickles.  

 

Cost:  $25 for AIChE members (or members of other professional societies 

such as ACS, SPE, etc.), $30 for nonmembers. Please pay with cash 

or a check made out to Mid -Michigan AIChE. We cannot accept 

credit cards.  

 

RSVP:  To Mike Durisin ( mike.durisin@hscpoly.com , 989 -642 -5201 x2653) 

by the end of the day on Monday, April 13  
 

 

NOTE :  Mid -Michigan AIChE will charge people who make reservations but then do 
not attend the meeting.  

mailto:mike.durisin@hscpoly.com
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D-M-E Company Awards Two with $1,000 Scholarships  
Plastics technology student and long-time moldmaker are recipients 
 
Madison Heights, Mich. ï April 6, 2009  ï On the heels of awarding $1,000 scholarships to eight students en-
rolled in plastics-related majors at educational institutions across the United States, D-M-E has selected two 
additional awardees for its Plastics University Scholarship Program. 
 
Ted Fehrman, who began his career at Fehrman Tool and Die, Byesville, Ohio, in 1984 as a moldmaker, re-
ceived a $1,000 scholarship to support his quest for an academic degree from Zane State College in Zanes-
ville, Ohio. Our student recipient was Jeremy Oehlert, a Chanute, Kansas resident and college senior majoring 
in Plastics Engineering Technology at Pittsburg State University in Pittsburg, Kansas, received a $1,000 schol-
arship. 
 
ñThe D-M-E Plastics University Scholarship Program is a proactive measure weôre taking to enhance education 
in plastics-related fields,ò said Bob McKee, president of D-M-E. ñWe are committed to advancing training and 
education within the plastics industry and would like to congratulate Ted and Jeremy for their dedication to this 
important field.ò 
 
How to Apply for a D -M-E Scholarship  
Students interested in applying for the D-M-E Company Student Scholarship Program must be enrolled in a 
plastics program at any accredited trade school/university offering a 2-year certificate, 2-year associate, or 4-
year bachelorôs degree.  
 
Employees of companies that are D-M-E customers are also eligible to apply for continuing education funds 
that may be applied to their plastics-related educational endeavors. Applicants enrolled in related coursework 
will be considered if they demonstrate a strong academic emphasis and interest in plastics.  
 
The scholarship and continuing education funds applications (available at www.dme.net/education) must be 
received by July 15, 2009  for consideration of monetary awards that will be applied to the winnersô tuition re-
sponsibilities for the 2009 fall semester. Applications will also be on hand at D-M-Eôs NPE booth # 103000 in 
the West Hall this June. 
 
D-M-E Company is an essential mold technologies resource to customers worldwide. Through aggressive new 
product development, global product standardization and a powerful combination of in-house manufacturing 
centers of excellence and strategic global partnerships, D-M-E is helping customers succeed in changing 
times. The companyôs standard-setting, comprehensive product lineðincluding hot runner systems; control 
systems; mold bases and components; mold making and molding supplies; and cold runner systems for elas-
tomers ð is backed by expert technical service every step of the way. A subsidiary of Milacron, Inc., D-M-E 
also manufactures and sells standard tooling for the die-casting industry. Visit www.dme.net for more informa-
tion.  
 
# # # 
 
For more information, please contact: Bob Starr ï 248.544.5718 / bob_starr@dme.net 

http://www.dme.net/education
http://www.dme.net/
mailto:bob_starr@dme.net
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         Meeting Minutes 
  

 

Mid -Michigan Society 

of Plastic Engineers  

Society of Plastics Engineers 

Mid-Michigan Section Board of Directors Meeting 

Michigan Molecular Institute 

  

Meeting called to order on Jan 29, 2009 at 6:20 pm by Jason Reese 

  

Attendees:  Adrian Merringtion, Kurt Koppi, Jason Reese, Kevin Nichols (via Fowler proxy), 

Scott Truscott, Parvinder Walia, Harry Fowler, Mike Wendt (via Reese proxy), Steve Keinath (via 

Merrington proxy)  and Russ Peters. 

 

Seating of the proxies- proxies were accepted as presented 

The Nov. 6, 2008, Mid-Michigan SPE BOD meeting minutes (Fowler) were approved as pre-

sented.  

The Treasurerôs Report (Truscott); PlastiVan paid $23,750; Income $15,000 from foundation part-

ners; Report accepted as presented. 

Councilorôs Report (Kerouac) ï No report 

Presidentôs Report (Reese) ï Reviewed and updated planning calendar; Next BOD meeting is 

Mar. 10; Next program is Mar. 6th. 

Committee Reports  

Committee   Chair  Report 

Advertising Koppi 2 advertisers are still pending; Future Mold and Quantum 

plastics have received a second invoice.  Additional at-

tempts will be made to receive payment; If not received 

ads will removed from the SPEctrum. 

Newsletter Walia Currently one issue behind; will produce a summer issue 

to offset; Self-publication of newsletter is working out; 

template complete. 

Program Truscott Next two meetings championed by K. Kerouac; Brown 

Machine indicated interest in establishing a tour for later 

in the year. 

House Walia No Report 

Public Interest (Web Site) Merrington Web Site Updated 

Membership Nichols No Report 

Education Reese Budget spent for the year, unable to schedule one more 

visit to stay in budget for the year; Potential for summer 

school program ïcommunity center/MCFTA 

Will be applying for the Husky Education award. This 

award is given to a section based on the merit of their 

educational activities 

Nominating/Awards Fowler K. Kerouac HSM nomination submitted; K. Bow fellow 

nomination was submitted, package was incomplete since 

candidate suggested sponsoring division did not feel it 

was the appropriate sponsoring division. 

FSU Student Chapter Liaison Reese New FSU student chapter president was elected, and they 

have requested MidMichigan SPE provide informal sup-

port through a MMSPE introductory meeting 

Visiting Scientist Program Keinath No Report 

Finance Truscott No Report 

Engineering Council Liaison Kerouac No Report 

Pinnacle Award Koppi The Pinnacle Award application was reviewed and sub-

mitted 

Golf Outing (Social) Nichols Sponsorship request letters have been sent out 

Continued on next page 
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New Business 

Discussion around National SPE plan for Sections ï Strategic question presented on how to move forward as 

a section; should MMSPE merge with other sections (Detroit or Western Michigan) or with a technical 

division? 

Commentary  

Concerns with merging with Detroit in terms of Mid-Michigan plastics interests 

Western Michigan may be a better fit with MMSPE due to the potential for an equal partnership and 

regional representation.  

Can we merge with special interests groups? 

Potential technical group pairing; thermoforming, TPO 

Look to refocus efforts to a limited number of technical meetings to maintain local support and con-

nection. 

A question was presented around our ability to support activity from within the group; new active 

BOD members are difficult to find.  This will pose a longer a term problem for the Mid-Michigan 

section.  

Additional discussion held to review if Wisconsin section would be interested in supporting the Up-

per Peninsula of Michigan 

Proposal 

Tentative (pending broader BOD discussion) plan to draft proposals for potential merger options 1) 

with Western Michigan Section or 2) Detroit Section.   

 

The following are the proposed 2009-2010 committee chairs.  As indicated, there are openings in house and 

engineering council liaisons.  Additionally, P. Walia was proposed as the potential councilor nominee.  

Additionally, due to discussions regarding meging of sections, it was proposed to keep the exsisting offi-

cers ï President, Vice President, Secretary and Treasurer for 2009-2010. 
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Are You Considering An Ad in this Newsletter? 

 
The Mid-Michigan Sectionôs SPEctrum newsletter is published nine times each year. It is sent electronically to all 

Mid-Michigan SPE members ï about 260 people from Flint on north. 

 

Your advertisement can be included on the Mid-Michigan Section web site. Go to: www.midmichiganspe.org to see 

what this is about!  

Our prices are low:  

Three months of a 1/8-page costs only $100! A 1/8-page ad is about the size of a business card. Other sizes and 

numbers of issues are available. 

Contact the SPEctrum Editor for more information. 

Parvinder Walia 

Newsletter Editor - Mid-Michigan SPE 

The Dow Chemical Company 

438 Building 

Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857 (telephone) 

989-638-7985 (fax) 

pwalia@dow.com (e-mail) 

Advertising Opportunities 

S P Ec t r u m  


