
Tuesday, November 4, 2008  

 

Program: FAMILY NIGHT WITH THE PLASTIVAN PROGRAM  
 

Please join the mid-Michigan Section of SPE for an enjoyable evening of pizza and 

refreshments, and bring your family to see the PlastiVan education program.  The 

PlastiVan is a national education outreach program conducted by the National Plas-

tics Center and Museum (Leominster, MA) that is geared to students in grades 3-

12.  It travels throughout the U.S. and Canada teaching students, teachers and the 

general public about the chemistry, history, processing and environmental issues of 

plastics.  The goal of the program is to enhance the public's understanding of plas-

tics by featuring the latest innovations in plastics science and technology.  Instruc-

tors foster an understanding of plastic products used in everyday life.   

 

This evening program is an hour-long program, which amuses while contributing to 

the environmental awareness and technology of plastics. The hands-on lab investi-

gating the science, chemistry and processing of plastic with fun projects including 

studying the chemistry of a diaper, making slime and more.  This is an opportunity 

for you and your family to experience the PlastiVan program.  The PlastiVan will 

also be visiting mid-Michigan area schools during October and November.   

 

Location: Sunrise Baptist Church 

2138 N Jefferson Rd, Midland, MI   

(989) 837-7220 

 

Time:  6:00 p.m  

 

Reservations:  Reservations can be made via the telephone or E-mail. 

¶ They must be received by noon on October 31, 2008 

¶ Telephoneò Kevin Nichols, The Dow Chemical Company,  989-638-9895 

¶ E-mail:  Send information below to klnichols@dow.com 

¶ Space limited to ~40 people 

 

 

 
Name:  _____________________________ Number of People Attending:  _________________________ 

SPE Member (please check box):                •  Yes                         •  No 

Phone No.  __________________  FAX No.  ______________  email:  ___________________ 
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Webinars Calendar  

Presidentõs Corner 
During the last six months, I had the opportunity to meet with the stu-

dents and faculty of plastics programs at Ferris State University, Delta 

College, Kettering University, and Penn State University.  As I toured 

each of these impressive educational facilities, one common concern was 

voiced:  Prospective and current students are very concerned how the 

manufacturing decline currently facing the United States will affect their 

future careers.   

A classic ñchicken or the eggò argument could ensue, but one truth is 

clear:  Working smarter, more efficiently, with a problem solving and 

solution driven employee will only help improve the plastics manufactur-

ing base of this country.  This is where your SPE community can help. 

First, there are three universities in the Mid-Michigan area that can train 

new students to the plastics industry.  Each of the programs uniquely provides plastics education to 

their students.  I encourage parents of High School age children to check out the websites of these pro-

grams listed below. 

Second, learning is a continuous process.  The SPE International Website (www.4spe.org ) hosts Webi-

nars in numerous topics related to plastics.   I encourage each of our members to broaden their plastics 

knowledge during the coming months. 

Third, interest and excitement in the plastics industry needs to start early in the science education cycle.  

To support this, your Mid Michigan SPE continues to sponsor PlastiVan, (www.plasticsmuseum.org ) 

which will conduct visits to 19 local middle and high school classrooms this fall.   

Your local SPE chapter is dedicated to promoting the education of plastics to the local community.  If 

you know of a way we can help, please feel free to contact me anytime. 

Ferris State University 

www.ferris.edu/htmls/colleges/technolo/department_desc.cfm?DepartmentID=13  

Delta College 

www.delta.edu/tech 

Kettering University 

www.kettering.edu/futurestudents/undergraduate/plasticsproductdesign.jsp 

The objective of the 

Society is  

" ...to promote the 

scientific and 

engineering 

knowledge relating to 

plastics."  

Bioplastics - Best of European Thermoforming 2008  October 22, 8-9 am 

Multi -Property Optimization of Nylon-EVOH Extrusions Produced Con-

trollably by Chaotic Blending - Best of ANTECÊ 2008  
October 23, 11am-12pm  

Understanding Bioplastics and Property Modification With Additives  November 5, 11am-12pm  

Statistical Process Control  November 6, 11am-12pm  

Developing International Standards With ASTM Committee D20  November 13,11am-12pm  

Film & Textile Insert Injection Moldings: Applications and Challenges  November 19, 11am-12pm  

Engineering Design with Polymers and Composites - Part 1  December 3, 11am-12pm  

Engineering Design with Polymers and Composites - Part 2   December 4, 11am - 12pm  

Utilizing FTIR, DSC, TGA and Ash to Identify Polymer Types    December 10, 11am-12pm  

Tutorial on Carbon and Environmental Footprint of Bioplastics Using Bio-

carbon Content and Life cycle Assessment (LCA)  
December 11, 11am-12pm  

Jason Reese, President 

 

http://www.4spe.org/
http://www.plasticsmuseum.org/
http://www.ferris.edu/htmls/colleges/technolo/department_desc.cfm?DepartmentID=13
http://www.delta.edu/tech
http://www.kettering.edu/futurestudents/undergraduate/plasticsproductdesign.jsp
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/bioplastics-best-european-thermoforming-2008
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/multi-property-optimization-nylon-evoh-extrusions-produced-controllably-chaotic-blen
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/multi-property-optimization-nylon-evoh-extrusions-produced-controllably-chaotic-blen
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/understanding-bioplastics-and-property-modification-additives
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/statistical-process-control
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/developing-international-standards-astm-committee-d20
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/film-textile-insert-injection-moldings-applications-and-challenges
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/engineering-design-polymers-and-composites-part-1
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/engineering-design-polymers-and-composites-part-2
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/utilizing-ftir-dsc-tga-and-ash-identify-polymer-types
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/tutorial-carbon-and-environmental-footprint-bioplastics-using-biocarbon-content-and-
http://www.4spe.org/events/webinars/tutorial-carbon-and-environmental-footprint-bioplastics-using-biocarbon-content-and-
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989-922-3863 

www.quantumcomposites.com 

info@quantumcomposites.com 

MONARK  EQUIPMENT TECHNOLOGIES CO. 

Cut Sheet &Roll Fed Thermoformers 
Retro Kits & Service 

 
Steven Clark 

President                   
 4533 Garfield Road 
 P.O. Box  335 
 Auburn MI 48611 
48611 

Phone: 989-662-7250 
Fax: 989-662-7255 

Web-Site: monark-equip.com 
E-Mail: monark-equip@sbcglobal.net  
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2009 
 

Scott Truscott 

Adrian Merrington 
Mike Wendt 

2009 
 

Kevin Nichols 

Parvinder Walia 
Jason Reese 

2010 
 

Kurt Kopi 

Russ Peters 
Harry Fowler 

(989) 832-5555 

skeinath@mmi.org 

 

Social Programs: Dr. 

Kevin Nichols 

The Dow Chemical Company 
200 Larkin, Midland, MI  48667 

(989) 638-9895 

knichols@dow.com 
 

PINNICALE Award : 

Dr. Kurt Koppi  
The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-4178  
FAX: 989-638-7985 

koppika@dow.com 

 

Membership Chair: 

Dr. Kevin Nichols 

The Dow Chemical Company 
200 Larkin, Midland, MI  48667 

(989) 638-9895 

knichols@dow.com 

 

Awards / Nominating:  

Mr. Harry Fowler  
The Dow Chemical  Company 

Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-1805  
FAX: (989) 636-1604 

hfowler@dow.com 

 

Sponsorship Co-Chairs:  
Dr. Kurt Koppi  

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg., Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 638-4178  

FAX: 989-638-7985 
koppika@dow.com 

 

Dr. Parvinder Walia 
The Dow Chemical Company 

438 Bldg., Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  
FAX: 989- 636-0592 

pwalia@dow.com 

 
Audit:   Mr. Harry Fowler  

The Dow Chemical Company 

Midland, MI 48667 
(989) 638-1805  

FAX: (989) 636-1604 

hfowler@dow.com 
 

SVEC Liaison Mr. Ken Kerouac 

Global Polymers Corporation 
802 Stone Creek Parkway 

Louisville, KY  40206-0745 

(502) 425-1133 
ken@globalpolymerscorp.com 

 

FSU Student Chapter Liaison: Mr. 
Jason Reese 

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg. 
Midland, MI 48640 

(989) 638-7542 

jreese@dow.com 

House Chair 

Dr. Parvinder Walia  

The Dow Chemical Company 
438 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  

FAX: 989- 636-0592 
pwalia@dow.com 

 

Finance:  

Mr. Scott Trusott 

The Dow Chemical Company 

433 Bldg, Midland, MI 48640 
(989) 636-8697 

sbtruscott@dow.com 

 

Newsletter:  
Dr. Parvinder Walia 

The Dow Chemical Company 
438 Bldg, Midland, MI 48667 

(989) 636-0857  

FAX: 989- 636-0592 
pwalia@dow.com 

 

Public Interest:  

Dr. Adrian Merrington 

Michigan Molecular Institute 

1910 W. St. Andrews Road 
Midland, MI 48640 

(989) 832-5555 

merrington@mmi.org 
 

Visiting Scientist Program:  

Dr. Steven Keinath 
Michigan Molecular Institute 

1910 W. St. Andrews Road 

Midland, MI 48640 
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Technical Contact:  Mitch Goodell  
 

 

MWC, Inc.       Phone: 989-689-4052 

             Fax: 989-689-5016 

Email: mwendt@centurytel.net        Cell: 989-948-4110 

Mike Wendt Consulting, Incorporated 
Innovative Thermoforming Solutions 

1382 E. Hull Rd.   Mike Wendt 
Hope, MI  48628    President  
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